CAMDEN COUNTY, GEORGIA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 20 , 2013, 6:00 PM
A regular meeting of the Camden County Board of County Commissioners was held
at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 20, 2013, in the Board of County Commissioners’
Meeting Chambers of the Government Services Building, Woodbine, Georgia.
Chairman Keene called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Finance and Budget Director Mike Fender delivered the invocation.
Chairman Keene led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present: Chair Willis R. Keene, Jr.; Vice-Chair Jimmy Starline .; Commissioner
Chuck Clark; Commissioner Tony Sheppard; Commissioner Gary Blount ; County
Attorney Brent Green; County Administrator Steve Howard and County Clerk
Kathryn Bishop.

Agenda Amendments:
No agenda amendments were offered.
The motion carried unanimously.

Motion to Adopt the Agenda:
Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Clark to adopt the
agenda as presented.
The motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes
 August 6, 2013 public hearing minutes; August 6, 2013 regular meeting minutes
Commissioner Clark made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blount to approve the
August 6, 2013 public hearing minutes; August 6, 2013 regular meeting minutes.
The motion carried unanimously.

Presentation
 Community Improvement District presented by Bill Gross
Bill Gross presented the following power point presentation to the board:
Insert Community Improvement District presentation here (6 pages)

Public Comments
Sheila Meadows, St. Marys
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Mrs. Meadows stated that they have paid taxes that were erroneously charged to them
from 2009 to 2012 and to date have paid Camden County $1,981.57. She stated that in
2009 they began to receive charges for the Home Owners Association which is tax
exempt and it shows that it is a Home Owners Association on the tax card for the
County. She stated that she believes it was an outside group that had come in and did
some appraisal work for the County. She explained they are requesting that sum to be
refunded to them. She stated that they have applied and received a reduced rate of one
hundred dollars ($100) for the HOA from here forward. She stated they have four (4)
years they would like to request back.
Terry Stover, St. Marys
Mr. Stover stated that he would like to give the history behind what Mrs. Meadows just
explained. He stated that he developed the subdivision nineteen (19) years ago and
back then you did not have to go and fill out a form in front of the Tax Commissioner to
become exempt. He stated that all of the subdivisions back then were exempt and you
didn’t collect taxes from anybody. He stated that his wife kept the books, he lived there
and he developed the subdivision and it was seven (7) lots. He stated that his wife kept
the books for the Home Owners Association up until April 2012 when he sold his house
and moved out of the association. He stated that up until that point they had never
received a tax bill and did not have one from 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. He explained
that he understands that when he developed the subdivision he had a Kingsland P.O.
Box before he moved out there. He stated that up until now they never received a tax
bill. He stated that if he would have received some kind of notice in 2009 they would
have sent it to our address not his P.O. Box from nineteen years ago. He stated that if
they sent it to that Kingsland address four (4) years in a row he would assume that the
post office sent it back four (4) years in a row. He stated that he doesn’t understand
how they can even be taxed in 2009 and if he knew he would have appealed it in 2009.
He stated that they feel like they should be refunded those taxes because they were
exempt to start off with.

Regular Agenda
1.

Consideration of request for relief regarding Ad Valorem Taxes.

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheppard to grant
relief regarding ad valorem taxes paid in the amount of $ 1,981.57 to Moekel Place
Home Owners Association for years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.
The motion carried unanimously.

2.

Approval of Federal Equitable Sharing and Certificate Agreement

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the
Federal Equitable Sharing and Certificate Agreement and authorize the Chairman to
execute said agreement.
The motion carried unanimously.
3.
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Approval of Resolution Imposing a 9-1-1 Surcharge on Voice over Internet
Protocol Service.

Commissioner Clark made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blount to Resolution
Imposing a 9-1-1 Surcharge on Voice over Internet Protocol Service.
The motion carried unanimously.
A Resolution Imposing a 9-1-1 Surcharge on Voice over Internet Protocol Service For Camden
County, Georgia
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, CAMDEN
COUNTY, GEORGIA, that the County enact a Resolution to be entitled A Resolution Imposing a 9-11 Surcharge on Voice Over Internet Protocol Service for Camden County, Georgia to read as follows:
WHEREAS, Camden County, Georgia provides enhanced 9-1-1 services for the citizens of
Camden County; and
WHEREAS, the Camden County Board of Commissioners has adopted resolutions imposing
a monthly 9-1-1 charge on telephone and wireless services, uniform at $1.50 per month, on all billing
addresses located within Camden County; and
WHEREAS, the Official Code of Georgia Title 46, Chapter5, Article 2, Part 4, authorizes local
governments to impose a 911 surcharge upon each VoIP connection subscribed to by subscribers
whose billing address is within the jurisdiction of the local government at a rate of up to $1.50 per
month per VoIP subscriber; and
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 06, 2013, on the question of imposing a 9-1
-1 charge on VoIP services subscribed to by subscribers whose billing address is within Camden
County; now
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Camden County Board of Commissioners does
hereby adopt, resolve, and enact the foregoing 9-1-1 VoIP Resolution for Camden County, Georgia.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the rate for VoIP services shall be $1.50 per subscriber
per month and shall be imposed beginning October 1, 2013

4.

Approval of Governor’s Office for Children and Families Grant Agreement.

Commissioner Sheppard made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve
the Governor’s Office for Children and Families Grant Agreement.
The motion carried unanimously.
5.

Approval of Fiscal Year 2013 Budget Amendments.

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the
Fiscal Year 2013 Budget Amendments.
The motion carried unanimously.
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6.

Approval of Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Amendments.

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheppard to approve
the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Amendments.
The motion carried unanimously.
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Reports


Calendar – June / July

County Clerk Kathryn Bishop read the calendars for August and September 2013.


County Administrator ’s Report

Finance and Budget Director Mike Fender stated that the digest has been finalized and the
budget set at $11.7 million. He asked the board for a consensus to advertise the millage rate
history.
The consensus of the board was unanimous to go forward with the advertisement.
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County Administrator Steve Howard applauded the efforts of the previous Right-of-Way
coordinator Conn Cole for his work with the FEMA Community Ratings System for the National
Flood Insurance Program. He also commended Public Works Director Scott Brazell and staff
for seeing the program through to the finish line.
He announced that it is not too late to donate to the Employee Recognition Ceremony and he
urged everyone to attend the event. He stated that the ceremony will begin at 12:30 with
cupcakes and punch to follow.
Commissioner Clark announced that last Thursday the GRPA held their annual conference at
the Public Service Authority. He stated that the event was very nice and thanked the County
and everyone who was involved with making it a success.

Additional Public Comments:
No additional comments from the public were offered during this time.

Adjournment:
Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Clark to adjourn the
August 20, 2013 meeting. The vote was unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 PM.
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