CAMDEN COUNTY, GEORGIA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 3, 2014, 6:00 PM
A regular meeting of the Camden County Board of County Commissioners was
held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 3, 2014, in the Board of County
Commissioners’ Meeting Chambers of the Government Services Building,
Woodbine, Georgia.
Chairman Starline called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Solid Waste Director Lannie Brant delivered the invocation.
Chairman Starline led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:
Chairman James H. Starline; Vice-Chairman Chuck Clark;
Commissioner Willis R. Keene, Jr.; Commissioner Tony Sheppard; Commissioner
Gary Blount; County Administrator Steve Howard; County Attorney John S. Myers
and County Clerk Kathryn A. Bishop.

Agenda Amendments:
Addition under regular agenda:
5.

Amend the 2014 Meeting Calendar to change the second meeting date
in June due to scheduling conflicts, (June 24th)

Addition under Presentations:
“Buffer Determinations for Tidal Creeks and Salt Water Marshes” presented by
Environmental Protection Department, Shannon Winsness
Removal under Presentations:
Introduction of AmeriCorp VISTA Volunteer Sarah Newby by
Natural Resources Extension Agent Jessica Warren

Agriculture and

Commissioner Keene made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheppard to
approve the agenda amendments as presented.
The motion carried unanimously.
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Motion to Adopt the Agenda:
Commissioner Keene made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blount to
adopt the agenda as presented.
The motion carried unanimously

Approval of Minutes
 May 27, 2014 work session minutes ; May 27, 2014 regular meeting minutes
Commissioner Sheppard made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairman Clark to
approve the May 27, 2014 work session minutes and May 27, 2014 regular
meeting minutes.
The motion carried unanimously.

Presentations
 Recognition of Service of retired Chief Registrar Mary Ann Kicklighter
County Administrator Steve Howard announced that at this time the Board
would like to recognize many years of dedicated service of retired Chief
Registrar Mary Ann Kicklighter.
Chairman Starline presented Ms. Kicklighter with a plaque and thanked her for
her hard work and dedication to serving the citizens of Camden County.
Ms. Kicklighter thanked the board and stated that she enjoyed the years she has
spent in the Registrars office. She explained that the citizens are left with a
Registrar’s office they can be proud of and she will not be far if her services are
ever needed in the future.

 “Buffer Determinations for Tidal Creeks and Salt Water Marshes” presented
by Environmental Protection Department (EPD), Shannon Winsness

Shannon Winsness of the Environmental Protection Department presented a
presentation to the board regarding Buffer Determinations for Tidal Creeks and
Salt Water Marshes. He explained that determining natural vegetative buffers in
Coastal Georgia presents challenges not found in other areas of the state. He
stated that the purpose of the presentation is to clarify the EPD’s position
regarding coastal buffers. He stated that the Erosion & Sedimentation Act
provides for the establishment of buffers; buffer means the area of land
immediately adjacent to the banks of state waters in its natural state of
vegetation, which facilitates the protection of water quality and aquatic
2

habitat. He further stated that there shall be established a twenty-five (25) foot
buffer along the banks of all state waters, as measured horizontally from the
point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave
action. Mr. Winsness explained that in accordance with the E & S Act, buffer
determinations will no longer be based on CRD’s jurisdictional line. He stated
that buffers will be measured horizontally from the point where vegetation has
been wrested by stream flow or wave action. He presented the board with 2
pictures showing a buffer in compliance and one which was not in compliance.

Public Comments
No comments were offered during this time.

Regular Meeting
1.

Reappointment to the Camden County Joint Development Authority.

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheppard to
approve the appointment of Stan Fowler to the Joint Development Authority for
a term of six (6) years.
Chairman Starline asked if this item could be tabled in order to have time to look
at the current Joint Development Authority term limits, and the possibility of
shortening those terms to four (4) years.
Vice- Chairman Clark agreed with the suggestion of tabling this item.
Commissioner Sheppard agreed with the suggestion of tabling this item.
Commissioner Blount stated that the reason behind the six (6) year term was to
remove the term from the political fray, but he explained he had no problem
exploring the issue.
Commissioner Keene suggested talking to the Joint Development Authority to
gather more input.
Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheppard to
rescind the previous motion.
Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheppard to
table this item for further review.
The motion carried unanimously.
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2.

Discussion and possible action concerning dedicated
source for the Camden County Joint Development Authority.

funding

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Keene to
support the Resolution recently passed by the Joint Development Authority
regarding Fiscal Year 2015 funding.
After further discussion, the consensus of the Board was to schedule a Work
Session to be held on Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 6:00 PM. The purpose of the
Work Session will be to discuss the possible funding source for the Joint
Development Authority budget.
The motion carried unanimously.
RESOULTION
WHEREAS, positive economic development within Camden County affects the
quality of life for all its citizens; and
WHEREAS, the cities and county have not been competitive with other entities in
attracting such economic development; and
WHEREAS, many other entities with which we are competing are successfully
investing substantial amounts of ad valorem taxes to promote economic development;
and
WHEREAS, attracting good jobs and tax base requires significant investment in
money and effort; and
WHEREAS, a unified, single source point of contact is absolutely necessary for
achieving such economic development;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY _______________________ that this body
hereby expresses its support for a unified approach to economic development in
Camden County, supported by up to 1 mil of ad valorem tax revenue.
FURTHER RESOLVED, that this body will take all appropriate actions that are
reasonable and necessary to further such support.

3.

Maintenance in Lieu of Rent Agreement for the Camden County
Department of Family and Children Services.

Vice-Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blount to
approve the Maintenance in Lieu of Rent Agreement for the Camden County
Department of Family and Children Services.
The motion carried unanimously.
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4.

Approval of Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Amendments.

Commissioner Sheppard made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairman Clark to
approve the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Amendments.
The motion carried unanimously.
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5.

Amend the 2014 Meeting Calendar to change the second meeting date
in June due to scheduling conflicts, (June 24th)

Commissioner Sheppard made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Keene to
amend the 2014 Meeting Calendar to change the second meeting date in
June due to scheduling conflicts; the new meeting date will be Tuesday, June
24, 2014.
The motion carried unanimously.

Reports
Calendar – June & July 2014
County Clerk Kathryn Bishop read the calendars for June & July 2014.
County Administrator’s Report
County Administrator Steve Howard announced that the FY 2015 Budget is set
for approval on Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at 6:00 PM. He announced that the FY
2015 Budget books have been delivered to the board for review prior to the
scheduled Public Hearing on Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 5:30 PM.

Additional Public Comments:
No additional comments from the public were offered during this time.

Adjournment:
Vice-Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blount to
adjourn the June 3, 2014 meeting. The vote was unanimous to adjourn the
meeting at 7:03 PM.
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