CAMDEN COUNTY, GEORGIA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 5, 2015, 6:00 PM
A regular meeting of the Camden County Board of County Commissioners was
held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 5, 2015, in the Board of County Commissioners’
Meeting Chambers of the Government Services Building, Woodbine, Georgia.
Chairman Starline called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Solid Waste Director Lannie Brant delivered the invocation.
Chairman Starline led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present: Chairman James H. Starline; Vice-Chairman Chuck Clark; Commissioner
Gary Blount; Commissioner Willis R. Keene, Jr.; Commissioner Tony Sheppard;
County Attorney; John S. Myers; County Administrator Steve Howard and County
Clerk Kathryn A. Bishop

Agenda Amendments:
Added item 8 to regular agenda:
Planning & Development Director Eric Landon
8.

Consideration of temporary use permit by applicant, Russell Horne, for
property located at 7947 U.S. Hwy 17, Woodbine.

Motion to Adopt the Agenda:
Commissioner Keene made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairman Clark to
adopt the agenda as amended.
The motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes
 April 21, 2015 public hearing and regular meeting minutes
Commissioner Keene made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairman Clark to
approve the April 21, 2015 regular meeting minutes
The motion carried unanimously.

Presentations
 Proclamation recognizing Employee of the Quarter for the Third Quarter 2015.
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County Clerk Katie Bishop introduced the Employee of the Quarter the Third Quarter
Firefighter / EMT Chris Martin. Chairman Starline presented the Proclamation to
Firefighter Martin and thanked him for his service to Camden County.
WHEREAS, the Employee Recognition Committee is pleased to announce that
Chris Martin has been named Employee of the Quarter for the 3rd Quarter of Fiscal Year
2015; and
WHEREAS, Chris’s commitment to the Camden County Fire Rescue began on
October 12, 2010 where he serves courageously as Firefighter / Emergency Medical
Technician. His willing attitude, and diligent work ethic have continually played an
important role in the growth and success of this organization; and
WHEREAS, he has been described by his peers as a team player who goes above
and beyond on a daily basis; and
WHEREAS, he comes to work with a positive attitude and is always looking for ways
he can help his fellow co-workers, as well as boost morale in the work place. He attempts
to make everyone else’s job a little easier while inspiring his colleagues with his actions
and helping hands; and
WHEREAS, Chris makes it a priority to ensure he is providing the best customer
service to every patient, citizen and fellow coworker he encounters, always with a
contagious positive attitude; and
WHEREAS, it has been said that he stands out and motivates others through his
actions, compassion, and knowledge; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS that the members of this body recognize Chris Martin as Employee of
the Quarter for Camden County Government, and, we hereby express our gratitude for
his continued efforts and commitment.

 Recognition of the St. Marys River Management Committee for the Rivers Alive
Award.

County Clerk Katie Bishop presented the St. Marys River Management Committee with
a plaque in recognition of their dedicated service to the community.

 Presentation of the 2015 Civility Awards by the Coalition for a Better Community
The Youth Civility Awards were presented to Benjamin Siclare and Abigail Slattery.
Both are outstanding academic students at Camden County High School and will
graduate this May.
Ben Siclare was noted for his selfless volunteering throughout the community and
at Wolfson’s Children’s Hospital. His class rank is #1 in a class of 600. He is a top
player in the Wildcats tennis team, and has logged over 820 service hours during
his four years at CCHS. He enjoys serving others and making a difference.
Abigail Slattery is in the top five scholars in her graduating class. Abby exemplifies
good citizenship and advocacy. She has dedicated countless volunteer hours to
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being a spokesperson on teen alcohol prevention. She is active in her church and
participated in a mission trip to Haiti last summer. She is a true role model for her
peers in leadership and grass roots engagement.
The Adult Civility Award went to Steven Sainz, who is one of the best examples
that any community can offer from its youth or adult population. Steven possesses
leadership and communication skills beyond his years. Steven accomplishes
much through a personal, non-judgmental approach toward all individuals he
meets. He is able to link organizations and individuals to the resources they
seek. An accomplished grant writer, leader and communicator who plays an
integral role in our community’s future.
The Government Employee Civility Award went to Terminal Agency Coordinator
(TAC) for the St. Marys Police Department, Mary Tanner. Mary has held this position
since 1997. She is a true team player and beloved by her department. She finds
joy in interacting with people. Citizens regularly comment that they enjoy coming
in to see her smile; she is a dedicated and caring employee. Mary puts her heart
into many community causes. Her favorite quote is: “Three things will make life
worth living: A self-fit to live with; a faith fit to live by; and a purpose fit to live for”.
The Coalition for a Better Community would like to extend its congratulations to
these outstanding individuals who go the extra mile to be the epitome of civility
in their daily interactions with others.

 Proclamation recognizing the month of May 2015 as Mental Health Month.
County Clerk Katie Bishop announced the Proclamation recognizing the month of May
2015 as Mental Health Month. Chairman Starline presented the Proclamation to Ms.
Elaine Powierski.
WHEREAS, mental health is essential to the overall health and well-being of every
individual; and
WHEREAS, all individuals experience times of difficulty and stress in their lives; and
WHEREAS, one in five American adults will have a diagnosable mental health
condition in any given year; and
WHEREAS, fifty percent of Americans will meet the criteria for a diagnosable mental
health condition sometime in their life, and half of those people will develop conditions
by the age of 14; and
WHEREAS, prevention is a known and effective way to treat and address many
mental health conditions; and
WHEREAS, there is a strong body of research that supports specific methodology that
people of all ages can use to better handle challenges, stress and crisis in order to protect
their health and well-being; and
WHEREAS, mental health conditions are real and prevalent in our community,
especially those conditions that are likely to result in severe depression or suicide and
WHEREAS, recent studies indicate that the incidence of suicide in Camden County is
occurring at an alarming rate, and
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WHEREAS, with early and effective treatment, affected individuals with mental health
conditions can recover and lead full, productive lives; and
WHEREAS, a healthier community can be created when its citizens, government
agencies and business entities share the responsibility to promote mental wellness and
support prevention efforts; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Camden County Board of Commissioners,
recognizes the month of May, 2015 as
“MENTAL HEALTH MONTH”
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge all citizens, government agencies,
public and private institutions, businesses and schools in St. Marys to recommit our
individual and collective efforts to increasing awareness and understanding of mental
health, the steps all citizens can take to protect their mental health, and the need for
appropriate and accessible services for all people with mental health conditions.

 Proclamation recognizing the week of May 3 – 9, 2015 as National Correctional
Officers’ Week

County Clerk Katie Bishop announced the Proclamation recognizing the week of May
3 – 9, 2015 as National Correctional Officers’ Week. . Chairman Starline presented the
Proclamation to Camden County Sheriff’s Office Major Rob Mastroianni.
WHEREAS, Correctional Officers have the difficult and often dangerous assignment
of ensuring the custody, safety and well-being of the over 600,000 inmates in our Nation's
prisons and jails. Their position is essential to the day-to-day operations of these institutions;
without them it would be impossible to achieve the foremost institutional goals of security
and control; and
WHEREAS, the duties of these officers have become increasingly complex and
demanding. They are called upon to fill, simultaneously, custodial, supervisory and
counseling roles. The professionalism, dedication and courage exhibited by these officers
throughout the performance of these demanding and often conflicting roles deserve our
utmost respect; and
WHEREAS, the important work of Correctional Officers often does not receive the
recognition from the public it deserves. It is appropriate that we honor the many
contributions and accomplishments of these men and women who are a vital
component of the field of corrections; and
WHEREAS, one of the primary goals for the Camden County Sheriff’s Office is to
provide its citizens with an effective criminal justice system that focuses on quality of life
and safety for all our citizens; and
WHEREAS, the men and women of the Camden County Sheriff’s Office
unceasingly provide a vital public service; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS and the CAMDEN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE that we urge all citizens
and all patriotic, civic and educational organizations to observe the week of May 3 – 9,
2015, as Correctional Officers’ Week commemorating the Correctional Officers, past and
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present, who, by their faithful and loyal devotion to their responsibilities, have rendered a
dedicated service to their communities and, in so doing, have established for themselves
an enviable and enduring reputation for preserving the rights and security of all citizens.

 Proclamation recognizing the week of May 10 – 16, 2015 as National Peace
Officers’ Week

County Clerk Katie Bishop announced the Proclamation recognizing the week of May
10 – 16, 2015 as National Peace Officers’ Week. Chairman Starline presented the
Proclamation to deputies of the Camden County Sheriff’s Office.
WHEREAS, our Nation’s Peace Officers embody the very idea of citizenship – that
along with our rights come responsibilities, both to ourselves and to others. During Peace
Officers’ Memorial Day and Peace Officers’ Week, we celebrate those who protect and
serve us every minute of every day, and we honor the courageous officers who devoted
themselves so fully to others that in the process they laid down their lives; and
WHEREAS, we mourn the fallen, and we also remember how they lived. With
unflinching commitment, they defended our schools and businesses. They guarded jails;
patrolled borders; and kept us safe at home, on the road, and as we went about our
lives. To their families, we owe an unpayable debt. And to the men and women who
carry their mission forward, we owe our unyielding support; and
WHEREAS, the members of the Camden County Sheriff’s Office play an essential
role in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of Camden County; and
WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens know and understand the duties,
responsibilities, hazards, and sacrifices of their law enforcement agency, and that
members of our law enforcement agency recognize their duty to serve the people by
safeguarding life and property, by protecting them against violence and disorder, and
by protecting the innocent against deception and the weak against oppression; and
WHEREAS, the men and women of the Camden County Sheriff’s Office
unceasingly provide a vital public service; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS and the CAMDEN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE that we urge all citizens
and all patriotic, civic and educational organizations to observe the week of May 10 –
16, 2015, as Peace Officers’ Week in which we commemorate our Peace Officers, past
and present, who, by their faithful and loyal devotion to their responsibilities, have
rendered a dedicated service to their communities and, in so doing, have established
for themselves an enviable and enduring reputation for preserving the rights and security
of all citizens; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED that all citizens of Camden County observe
the 15th day of May 2015, as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day in honor of those Peace
Officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to their community or have become disabled in the performance of duty, and
let us recognize and pay respect to the survivors of our fallen heroes.

Public Comments
Satilla Riverkeeper Ashby Nix, Woodbine
Ms. Nix presented a PowerPoint presentation to the Board regarding the
proposed Palmetto Pipeline project:
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Private property
•
•
•
•

Applied for GA DOT permit for “public necessity and convenience”, i.e. the right
to use eminent domain to condemn private property
This is right is reserved for public project such as roads, power lines, schools, etc.
that provide public goods, services, benefits
Landowners continue to pay taxes on property, and this decreases their property
potential and value.
Lots of questions regarding liability for landowners
– landowner must get approval to cross line
– Cannot grow trees or timber on property
– 4-wheeler, tractor or truck damage to pipeline
– illegal hunting/trespassers
– Landowners must purchase grates to cross path safely

Safety
• Statistics show a spill or leak from a pipeline each day in the U.S.
• Not regulated under FERC, instead state regulate
• Kinder Morgan’s Plantation Pipeline leaked 300,000 gallons (8,000 barrels) in Belton
S.C. in Dec 2014 from an undetected leak. Still cleaning this up today!
• What is the landowners and counties liability for these occurrences, when, not if,
they occur?
• What does a spill look like in our county?
Environment
• Crosses Georgia’s 5 major coastal rivers: Savannah, Ogeechee, Altamaha, Satilla
and St. Marys.
• Crosses countless wetlands, tidal freshwater marshes and coastal swamps
• 167,000 barrels is equal to 700 tanker trucks
• Implications for our rivers, coastal communities, tourism and fisheries based
economy?
• Risks are clear, benefits are not
Benefits to Camden County?
• Decreases property value
• Few, if any, jobs
• Cannot guarantee if product will lower gas prices due to competition
• Unclear on tax benefit amounts, calculations for county
• Places our resources and private properties at risk.
• Potential for export at Georgians expense
• Lack of transparency, unclear of route of pipeline
• Have not sufficiently shown need for pipeline or benefits to Camden
Protect our private properties, state waters and communities
Please ask GA DOT to deny permit to use eminent domain for private profit without clear
benefits to Georgians
• Reconsider resolution opposing use of eminent domain for project using private
property for private profit
• Attend May 7th public hearing in Waynesboro
• Submit public comment to GA DOT Commissioner Russel McMurray by May 15th Rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov
• Sign online petition or visit “Bike Lines against Palmetto Pipeline” in Brunswick May
13th
GA DOT decision on use of eminent domain will be made by May 19th otherwise
automatically granted!
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Dean Worley, St. Marys River Management Committee
Mr. Worley thanked the Board for the recognition and praised the members of
the St. Marys River Management Committee for all their hard work with raising
community awareness as well as organizing clean-up efforts for our rivers.
Wayne Golliday, St. Marys
Mr. Golliday stated that the Palmetto Pipeline project has benefits and there are
numerous safety protocols in place to prevent disasters rom happening. He spoke
against statements made in the PowerPoint previously presented.
Ben Casey, Kingsland
Mr. Casey stated that the Palmetto Pipeline Project will connect to the port in
Jacksonville, Florida where the company already operates and has employees.
He explained that the pipeline will bring little to no jobs to Georgians and few
benefits to our State.
Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Keene to
adjourn the Regular Meeting at 6:53 PM.
The motion to adjourn carried unanimously, additionally the Chairman
announced a five (5) minute break will occur at this time.

Solid Waste Authority
Present: Chairman Jimmy Starline; Vice-Chairman Chuck Clark; Willis R. Keene,
Jr.; Tony Sheppard; Gary Blount; County Administrator Steve Howard; County
Attorney John S. Myers; and County Clerk Kathryn A. Bishop.
Solid Waste Authority Chairman Jimmy Starline convened the Solid Waste
Authority Meeting (SWA) at 6:58 PM.

Reorganization of Solid Waste Authority


Election of the Chair

Chuck Clark made a motion, seconded by Tony Sheppard to elect Jimmy Starline
as Chairman of the Solid Waste Authority.
The motion carried unanimously.


Election of the Vice-Chair

Tony Sheppard made a motion, seconded by Willis R. Keene, Jr. to elect Chuck
Clark as Vice-Chairman of the Solid Waste Authority.
The motion carried unanimously.

Adoption of SWA Agenda
Willis R. Keene, Jr. made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairman Clark to adopt
the Solid Waste Authority agenda as presented.
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The motion carried unanimously.

SWA Approval of Minutes
 October 7, 2014 SWA meeting minutes
Vice-Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Willis R. Keene, Jr. to approve
the October 7, 2014 Solid Waste Authority meeting minutes.
The motion carried unanimously.

SWA Public Comments
No public comments were offered during this time.

SWA Agenda
1.

Approval of Fiscal Year 2016 Solid Waste Budget.

Willis R. Keene, Jr. made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairman Clark to approve
the Fiscal Year 2016 Solid Waste and Curbside Collection Budget
The motion carried unanimously.
2.

Approval of Leachate Agreement with the City of Woodbine.

Willis R. Keene, Jr. made a motion, seconded by Vice-Chairman Clark to approve
the Leachate Agreement with the City of Woodbine.
So voted:
Chairman Jimmy Starline - Yes
Vice-Chairman Chuck Clark – No
Willis R. Keene, Jr. – Yes
Gary Blount – Yes
Tony Sheppard – Yes
The motion carried 4 – 1, Vice-Chairman Clark voted no.

SWA Reports
 Curbside Collections
Administrative Services Director Adam Kabasakalian presented a PowerPoint
presentation regarding an update for the Curbside Collection Division.

 Solid Waste
Solid Waste Director Lannie Brant presented an update regarding the Solid Waste
Department.
The motion carried unanimously.
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Additional SWA Public Comments
No public comments were offered during this time.

SWA Adjournment
Gary Blount made a motion, seconded Willis R. Keene, Jr. to adjourn the Solid
Waste Authority meeting at 7:17 PM.
The motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Starline reconvened the Regular Meeting at 7:17 PM.

Consent Agenda
1.

Authorizing Resolution authorizing the filing of an application with the
Department of Transportation and the United States Department of
Transportation for a grant for public transportation assistance under section
5311 of the Federal Transit Laws under Chapter 53 of Title 49 of the United
States Code.

2.

Intergovernmental Agreement with the State Properties Commission on
behalf of the Department of Juvenile Justice for office space located at
305 East Fourth Street, Woodbine.

3.

Reappointment to the Coastal Regional Commission Aging Services
Advisory Council.

Commissioner Keene made a motion seconded by Commissioner Blount to
approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.
The motion carried unanimously.

Regular Agenda
4.

Approval of Tax Release Applications.

Commissioner Keene made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheppard to
approve the Tax Release Applications as presented.
The motion carried unanimously.
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5.

Request to Award Radio Communication Consultant Contract.

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Keene to
approve the Request to Award Radio Communication Consultant Contract.
Commissioner Blount withdrew the previous motion, Commissioner Keene
withdrew the second to the previous motion.
Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Keene to table
this item.
The motion carried unanimously.
6.

Approval of Liazon Contract.

Commissioner Keene made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blount to
approve the contract with Liazon for the Bright Choices Benefits Portal.
The motion carried unanimously.
7.

Health Insurance Update and possible action.

Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Keene to
approve the Health Insurance Premium increases as presented by staff.
So voted:
Chairman Starline – Yes
Vice-Chairman Clark – No
Commissioner Keene – Yes
Commissioner Blount – Yes
Commissioner Sheppard – Yes
The motion carried 4 – 1, Vice-Chairman Clark voted no.
8.

Consideration of temporary use permit by applicant, Russell Horne, for
property located at 7947 U.S. Hwy 17, Woodbine.

Commissioner Keene made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blount to
approve the temporary use permit by applicant, Russell Horne, for property
located at 7947 U.S. Hwy 17, Woodbine.
The motion carried unanimously.

Reports
Calendar – May & June 2015
County Clerk Katie Bishop announced there were no changes to the May & June
2015 calendar provided to the Board.
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County Administrator Comments:
County Administrator Steve Howard announced that the Fiscal Year 2016 Budget
preparations are being finalized and he hopes to bring a balance budget to the
Board during the next meeting.

Additional Public Comments:
No public comments were offered during this time.

Adjournment:
Commissioner Blount made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Keene to
adjourn the May 5, 2015 meeting. The vote was unanimous to adjourn the
meeting at 7:53 PM.
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